33	THE CITY-STATE
separate political community; and the need arising for some
political centre, its members chose some convenient hill-top
which would serve equally for fortress and for capital. The
name which the Greeks gave to such a fortress-capital was
Polis or City; and the community of plain-dwellers who united
in a common allegiance to this central Polis1 is known as a
City-State.
Now these city-states were something entirely novel in the
history of the world. Other ancient peoples—the inhabitants
of Mesopotamia,2 for example, or the Egyptians—dwelt in plains
of enormous area and their millions were content to obey the
despotic rule of hereditary kings. Not so the Greeks; for their
city-states were so diminutive and the citizens lived so close
to the centre of government that they soon grew dissatisfied with
the blundering of their monarchs. So one after another these
monarchies were suppressed; and the members of each city-
state undertook the adventurous task of governing themselves.
To find oneself master of one's own destiny is a thrilling
experience, as every young man knows when he emerges from
the restraints of school or home; and the Greeks, enjoying the
taste of political responsibility, were fiercely proud of their
freedom. They were fired by an intensity of local patriotism
which is difficult for us to imagine. To say that they loved their
Polis is far short of the mark. She was all in all to them; and to
be banished from her confines was a calamity almost worse than
death itself. They were prepared to die for her; and wars
1	It is easy to see how much Greek ideas of government have influenced
later ages; for many of our words such as Tolitics', 'Politician', &c., are
derived from this old Greek word for the state.
2	The recently discovered civilization of the Sumerians, however, affords
a parallel to the city-state.
ARCADIA (see opposite)
Typical mountain scenery showing the boulder-strown hill-side, olive-trees,
and in the foreground the ruins of a temple.

